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Sermon Notes 
  

Sermon Series:  God’s People Gather 

Sermon Theme:  To Worship   

Sermon Text:  Colossians 3:12-17 

 

 

QUESTION TO ANSWER 

Why do we gather with believers to worship God in church? 

 

 

KEY POINT #1:   

We gather to worship God in church to prove we __________________ in him, _____________ 

him, and __________________ him more than anyone or anything else. 

 

KEY POINT #2:   

We gather to worship God in church to show _____________ to others. 

 

KEY POINT #3: 

We gather to worship God in church to ________________ him. 

 

KEY POINT #4:   

We gather to worship God in church to ________________ him. 
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Welcome 
Here is some helpful information to guide your stay with us. 
 

1.  Enjoy.  We feel blessed you came to Cross of Christ. Our worship service lasts 
about 60 minutes. Participate as much as you feel comfortable with. 

 
2.  Restrooms.  We have one restroom in the back of church and a men’s and  

women’s restroom downstairs. 
 
3. Handicap Assistance.  We have a large print hymnal and hearing aid head-

phones to assist you with the service on the bookshelf in the back of church. 
 
4. Children.  Your children are welcome to worship with us regardless of their 

age. If you feel they are being too disruptive, we do have a Parents Area available  
downstairs with a television where you can watch the worship service. 

 
5. Offering.  You are welcome to give an offering, but you do not need to feel  

obligated to do so. 
 
6.  Fill out the Connection Book located at the end of the pew.  Please, fill out as 

much information as you feel comfortable. We would love to help you take the next 
step in your journey of faith.   

 
About Cross Of Christ 
 

Cross of Christ is a Bible based church, which exists to give thanks to God for Jesus’ 
death on the cross and resurrection by which God forgave all people of their sins and 
gives eternal life to all who believe in him. We do this by believing in the triune God:  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and sharing his Word with our community and the world. 

 
Sermon Series:  Godõs People Gather 
 

God blesses his people in many important ways when they gather with fellow believers 
to attend in-person worship services at church. In the sermon series, “God’s People 
Gather”, we will learn about four of the main ways God blesses us when we do this so 
we understand why it is so important we gather with fellow believers to attend  
in-person worship services at church and so we always cherish and appreciate doing 
this throughout our lives. The four main blessings we will learn about are: 
 

September 12 & 13: To Be A Part Of A Community 
September 19 & 20: To Receive the Means of Grace 
September 26 & 27: To Worship 
October 3 & 4:  To Serve 
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Pre-Pandemic Activities.  At their August meeting, the Church Council decided 
Cross of Christ would return to most of its pre-pandemic activities by September 1. 
People can sit wherever they feel comfortable and they are no longer required to wear 
masks. There will be fellowship activities, including meals on the second Sunday of the 
month. Greeters will hand out bulletins and the Common Cup will be offered during 
Holy Communion. At this time, the offering plates will remain in the back of church and 
be brought up to the altar during the service. We will continue the Holy Communion  
practice of “continuous communion”. However, families are invited to come up  
together. Everyone is still encouraged to socially distance in a safe manner, since there 
may still be some people who feel uncomfortable with these changes. 
 
Weekday Bible Studies.  The Tuesday morning and Wednesday evening Bible 
studies   have resumed. The Tuesday morning Bible study is studying the book of Luke. 
The Wednesday evening Bible study is studying a book from Time of Grace entitled, 
“Tough Questions, Reasoned Answers.” Everyone is invited to attend these Bible studies. 
 
St. Johnõs in Pardeeville 125th Anniversary.  St. John’s Lutheran Church in Pardee-
ville invites the members of Cross of Christ Lutheran Church to join them in celebrating 
the 125th Anniversary of their congregation on Sunday, September 26. There will be a 
special anniversary worship service at 3:00 p.m. After the service a meal will be served. If 
you are interested in attending, please call St. John’s office at 608-429-3636. 
 
Cross of Christ Ladiesõ Election.  The following women were elected as the Cross of 
Christ Ladies’ officers for 2022:  President: Joan Klappstein, Vice President: Judy  
Trebatoski, Secretary: Sandy Beimborn, Treasurer: Jill Schultz. At their gathering on  
October 21, the Cross of Christ Ladies’ will plan their activities for 2022 as they eat    
tacos. All confirmed ladies are invited to attend this gathering.   
 
LWMS Beaver Dam Circuit Fall Rally.  The Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society 
(LWMS) Beaver Dam Circuit Fall rally will be on Saturday, October 16 at 9:30 a.m. at St. 
John, Princeton. The rally’s theme is “Proclaimers.” At the rally, Tom and Janie Niedfeldt 
will give a presentation about the solar powered audio Bibles used in the WELS world  
missions. Please signup on the table in the back of church by October 1 if you plan on 
attending, as well as if you are interested in carpooling to it. 
 
LWMS Beaver Dam Circuit Fall Rally Collections.  The service project for the  
Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS) Beaver Dam Circuit Fall rally is collecting 
items to donate to the Second Impressions thrift store in Fond du lac, WI which  
supports Winnebago Lutheran Academy high school. There is a list of items to donate 
on the table in the back of church. We are also collecting an offering for the fall rally 
until Monday, September 27. Please place your offering in your offering envelope and 
mark it “Beaver Dam Circuit Mission Collection.”  
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Serving God This Week.   September 26 - October 2, 2021  
Hymnsoft player:  Dave Kreklow (Monday) 
Ushers:  John Otto (C), Ken Ryczek, Caleb Schultz, Donovan Dumbleton (Sunday),  
Peter Gilbert (Monday) 
Greeters: Bonnie Dorniak (Sunday), Sarah Hochmuth (Monday) 
Altar Committee:  Betty Gast & Joan Klappstein (Sunday),   
Nona Lione & Clementine Zabler (Monday) 
Audio/visual technicians:  Sandy Ryczek & Eli Schultz 
Offering Counters:  Bonnie Dorniak & Lori Rado (Sunday) 
 
Serving God Next Week.  October 3 - 10, 2021 
Hymnsoft player:  Dave Kreklow (Monday) 
Ushers:  Dan Heckmann (C), Russ Stensrud, Tim Scharenbroch, Chase Spillner (Sunday), 
Bob Miller (Monday) 
Greeters: Tim & Brenda Scharenbroch (Sunday), Nona Lione (Monday) 
Altar Committee:  Tracy McCluskey (Sunday), Nona Lione & Sandra Beimborn (Monday) 
Audio/visual technicians:  Sandy Ryczek & Chloe Schultz 
Offering Counters:  Dave & Judy Kreklow (Sunday) 

 
Announcements 
 

In Our Prayers.  Vi Burmeister who has moved into Hamilton Park Place. 
 
Childrenõs Sermon.  During the 1st verse of hymn 234, Sunday School children are  
invited to come to the front of church for a children’s sermon.  
 
Confirmation Examination.  On the 4th Sunday of every month, Confirmation  
students who are scheduled to get confirmed in the spring will answer questions about 
what they learned in Confirmation Class during the month. 
 
Sunday School and Sunday Bible Study. 
- In Sunday School the children will learn about the Old Testament lesson entitled 

“Cain and Abel” 
- The Bible Study will meet in church and study ‘End Times/Heaven & Hell”. They will 

study Lesson 1: God’s Word on the Future: Jesus is Coming! 
 
College Student Information.  It is getting to be that time of year again when 
some of our young people will be away at college in the fall. We do not want to lose 
touch with them while they are away. Please give Pastor Schultz or Sandra Beimborn 
their school contact information so Cross of Christ can stay in touch with them during 
school. 
 
Forward in Christ and Meditations.  You can pick up the new Meditations and the  
latest Forward in Christ in the back of church. 
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost                 September 26, 2021 
 

Order of Service:  Morning Praise 
(on page 45 in the front of the red Christian Worship hymnal) 

 
HYMN 234:  òPraise To The Lord, The Almightyó 
 

1. Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
 O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 
 Let all who hear Now to his temple draw near, Joining in glad adoration! 
 
2. Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 
 And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
 Have you not seen All that is needful has been Sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 
3. Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you, 
 Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 
 What need or grief Ever has failed of relief? Wings of his mercy did shade you. 
 
4. Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
 Surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
 Ponder anew What the Almighty can do As with his love he befriends you. 
 
5. Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
 All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
 Let the Amen Sound from his people again; Gladly forever adore him! 

 
Please stand 

 
M: (sing) O Lord, open my lips.  
C: (sing) And my mouth shall declare your praise.  
 
M: (sing) Hasten to save me, O God.  
C: (sing) O Lord, come quickly to help me.  

 
M: (sing) The Spirit of the Lord fills the world: let us worship him. 

 
OH COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD 
 

C: (sing) Oh, come, let us sing to the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to the rock of 
our salvation. Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving, let us make a 
joyful noise to him with songs of praise. 

 

 For the Lord is a great God and a great King above all gods. The deep places of 
the earth are in his hand; the heights of the hills are also his. 
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 The sea is his for he made it, and his hand formed the dry land. Oh, come, let 
us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our maker. For he is 
our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

 
Be seated  

 
PSALM 100  (on page 104 in the front of the red Christian Worship hymnal)  
 

C: (sing) REFRAIN: Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord a new song. 
 

  Shout for joy to the Lord, 'all the earth.* 
   Worship the Lord with 'gladness; 
 

  come before him with 'joyful songs.* 
   Know that the 'Lord is God. 
 

  It is he who made us, and 'we are his;* 
   we are his people, the sheep of his 'pasture. 
 

 REFRAIN:  Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord a new song. 
 

  Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his 'courts with praise;* 
   give thanks to him and 'praise his name. 
 

  For the Lord is good and his love endures for'ever;* 
   his faithfulness continues through all gener'ations. 
 

  Glory be to the Father and 'to the Son* 
   and to the Holy 'Spirit, 
  as it was in the be'ginning,* 
   is now, and will be forever. 'Amen. 
 

 REFRAIN:  Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord a new song. 

 
FIRST LESSON                                                                     2 Chronicles 5:2-13b          

 
2 Then Solomon summoned to Jerusalem the elders of Israel, all the heads of the 

tribes and the chiefs of the Israelite families, to bring up the ark of the LORD's covenant 
from Zion, the City of David.  

3 
And all the men of Israel came together to the king at 

the time of the festival in the seventh month. 
4 When all the elders of Israel had arrived, the Levites took up the ark,  5 and they 

brought up the ark and the Tent of Meeting and all the sacred furnishings in it. The 
priests, who were Levites, carried them up;  6 and King Solomon and the entire  
assembly of Israel that had gathered about him were before the ark, sacrificing so many 
sheep and cattle that they could not be recorded or counted. 

7 The priests then brought the ark of the LORD's covenant to its place in the inner 
sanctuary of the temple, the Most Holy Place, and put it beneath the wings of the  
cherubim.  8 The cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark and covered the 
ark and its carrying poles.  9 These poles were so long that their ends, extending from  
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Take The Next Step 
We are so glad you took a big step and joined us for worship. You may be wondering 
what your next step is for connecting to Cross of Christ. Here are some options: 

 
Come back for worship next week.  Attending worship services is very  
important for people to grow in their faith in Jesus. 
 
Set up a time to meet.  Call or email the church office. We would be  
happy to set up a time to answer your questions and to share more about Cross 
of Christ’s ministry with you. 
 
Enroll in òStarting Pointó.  This is a class environment designed for every guest 
to discover (or rediscover) the foundational teachings of the Bible and how they 
apply to their lives. Talk to the pastor if you are interested in attending. 
 
Stay Connected.  Stay connected with us online at 
www.portagelutheranchurch.org, on Facebook, on Instagram, and on Twitter. 

 
This Week At Cross of Christ  (September 26 - October 3, 2021) 

  
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Worship (w/ Kidõs Connection) 
 10:05 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m. End Times/Heaven and Hell Bible Study 
 3:00 p.m. St. John’s 125th Anniversary service 
Monday 7:00 p.m. Worship  
Tuesday 9:30 a.m. Luke Bible Study 
 6:00 p.m. Education Committee Meeting 
Wednesday 5:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 
 7:00 p.m. Time of Grace booklet Bible Study 
Friday 1:00 p.m. Starting Point 
 1:00 p.m. Homecoming Parade 
Next Sunday 9:00 a.m. Worship w/ Lord’s Supper 
 10:05 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m. End Times/Heaven and Hell Bible Study 

 
Last Weekõs Church Attendance  
Views on Facebook Live:  51                 
Sunday:  50     Monday:  19     Total:  69       
 
Last Weekõs Offerings 
General:  $2,971.00    Tuition Assistance Fund:  $120.00    St. Johns Insurance:  $1,224.00 
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BLESSING  
 

M: (sing) The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: (sing) Amen.  

 
HYMN 250:  òFrom All That Dwell Below The Skiesó 
 

1. From all that dwell below the skies Let the Creator's praise arise. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia!  Let the Redeemer's name be sung 
 Through ev'ry land, by ev'ry tongue. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
2. Eternal are your mercies, Lord; Eternal is your glorious Word. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Your praise shall sound from shore to shore 
 Till suns shall rise and set no more. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Morning Praise: Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, revised 
by Kermit G. Moldenhauer. 
Psalm 100:  *Tune and setting: © 1993.  Kermit G. Moldenhauer.  Used by permission. 
Hymn 234:  Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. Descant: c 1953 Novello & Company Ltd. Reprinted by permis-
sion of the publisher, Sole Representative U.S.A., Theodore Presser Company. 
Hymn 256:  Text, Tune, Setting: c 1953. Renewed 1981 by Manna Music, Inc., 35255 Brooten Road, Pacific City, 
OR 97135. International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. 
Hymn 250:  Text and Tune: public domain. Setting: Ralph Vaughan Williams from the English Hymnal. Reprinted 
by permission of Oxford University Press. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-717790. 
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the ark, could be seen from in front of the inner sanctuary, but not from outside the 
Holy Place; and they are still there today.  10 There was nothing in the ark except the two 
tablets that Moses had placed in it at Horeb, where the LORD made a covenant with the 
Israelites after they came out of Egypt. 

11 The priests then withdrew from the Holy Place. All the priests who were there had 
consecrated themselves, regardless of their divisions.  12 All the Levites who were  
musicians-- Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun and their sons and relatives-- stood on the east 
side of the altar, dressed in fine linen and playing cymbals, harps and lyres. They were 
accompanied by 120 priests sounding trumpets.  13 The trumpeters and singers joined 
in unison, as with one voice, to give praise and thanks to the LORD. Accompanied by 
trumpets, cymbals and other instruments, they raised their voices in praise to the LORD 
and sang:  

"He is good;  
  his love endures forever." (NIV) 

 
GOSPEL LESSON                  Luke 2:41-50 

 

41 Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover.  42 When he 
was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom.  43 After the 
Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it.  44 Thinking he was in their company, they  
traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and 
friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.   
46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers,  
listening to them and asking them questions.  47 Everyone who heard him was amazed 
at his understanding and his answers.  

48 
When his parents saw him, they were  

astonished. His mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father 
and I have been anxiously searching for you." 

49 "Why were you searching for me?" he asked. "Didn't you know I had to be in my 
Father's house?"  50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them. (NIV) 

 
SEASONAL RESPONSE 
 

M: Come, Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in us the fire of 
your love. Alleluia! 

 
HYMN 256:  òHow Great Thou Artó 
 

1. O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
 Consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
 I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
 Thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed. 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 
 "How great thou art! How great thou art!" 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 
 "How great thou art! How great thou art!" 
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CHILDRENõS SERMON 

 
2. When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
 And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
 When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
 And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze, 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 
 "How great thou art! How great thou art!" 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 
 "How great thou art! How great thou art!" 
 
3. And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
 Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
 That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
 He bled and died to take away my sin. 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 
 "How great thou art! How great thou art!" 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 
 "How great thou art! How great thou art!" 
 
4. When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
 And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
 Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
 And there proclaim: "My God, how great thou art!" 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 
 "How great thou art! How great thou art!" 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 
 "How great thou art! How great thou art!" 

 
SERMON LESSON                   Colossians 3:12-17 
 

12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  13 Bear with each other and 
forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord  
forgave you.  14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 
perfect unity.   

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 
were called to peace. And be thankful.  16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as 
you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns 
and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  17 And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him. (NIV) 
 

òTo Worshipó 
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CONFIRMATION EXAMINATION 

 
Please stand 

 
OFFERING  

(If you would like to donate to Cross of Christ’s ministry, you can go to 
www.portagelutheranchurch.org and click the Donate button on the Home page.) 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 

M: (sing) In the morning, O Lord, I call to you; be merciful to me and hear my prayer.  
C: (sing) Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  

 
LORDõS PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling and renewing all 
creation by your eternal Spirit, and manifesting your saving grace through our Lord 
Jesus Christ: in mercy cleanse our hearts and lips that, free from doubt and fear, we 
may ever worship you, one true immortal God, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, 
living and reigning, now and forever. Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR GRACE  
 

M:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us 
safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day 
we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to 
what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  

C: Amen.  

 
M: (sing) Let us praise the Lord.  
C:  (sing) Thanks be to God.  

 


